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Colours and family

The core vocabulary — and the colour agreement rule that catches people out.

THE 5 GROUPS

Colours with a single form
Rouge (red), Jaune (yellow), Rose (pink). They end in E and never change: un pull rouge, une robe rouge.

Colours that add an E in the feminine

Vert / Verte (green) - Bleu / Bleue (blue) - Noir / Noire (black) - Gris / Grise (grey) - Brun / Brune (brown) -
Mauve. Un pull vert, une robe verte.

Colours with a different form
Blanc / Blanche (white) - Violet / Violette (purple). Here the change goes beyond adding an E.

Compound colours NEVER change

Rouge cerise (cherry red), Bleu marine (navy), Vert émeraude (emerald), Bleu clair (light blue), Vert foncé
(dark green). They stay invariable: des robes bleu marine.

The family

Le pere, La mere - Le frere, La sceur - Le fils, La fille - Les parents, Les grands-parents - L'oncle, La tante -
Le cousin, La cousine - Le mari, La femme.
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Where the children sit in the family
L'ainé, L'ainée — the eldest child: Mon fils ainé.
Le cadet, La cadette — the youngest child.
L'enfant du milieu — the middle child.

These three are missing from most textbooks but used constantly in real speech.
\ J

More describing words

Gentil / Gentille (kind) - Méchant / Méchante (nasty) - Intelligent / Intelligente - Timide (shy) - Rigolo / Rigolote (funny)
Féroce (fierce) - Dégoltant / Dégodltante (disgusting) - Idiot / Idiote - Marrant (funny, colloquial)
The colour comes AFTER the noun: une robe rouge, never “une rouge robe” — the opposite of English.
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