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SER, ESTAR and the three verb groups

The two verbs for “to be”, the present-tense endings, and how to say where you're from and where you live.

THE 5 BASICS

SER = what is permanent

SER is an irregular verb. It states who you are, where you're from, what you do: Soy Yasmin, soy bulgara y
soy de Sofia, también soy profesora de espafiol.

SER or ESTAR — the whole difficulty

Both translate as “to be”. SER: identity, what lasts (soy profesora). ESTAR: the state of the moment (estoy
cansada). This is the distinction to grasp first.

Three groups, two sets of endings

The group is visible in the infinitive: -AR (llamar), -ER (comer), -IR (vivir). The 1st group has its own endings;
the 2nd and 3rd are nearly identical.

Where from, where at: DE and EN

DE marks origin: ¢De donde eres? — Soy de Bulgaria. EN marks where you live: Vivo en Sofia. Learn the
two prepositions together.

Greetings depend on the hour

Buenos dias until noon - Buenas tardes after noon - Buenas noches in the evening and at bedtime. Buen dia
is a wish: have a good day.
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Introducing yourself more fully
— ¢De dbnde eres? — Soy de Bulgaria. (Where are you from? — I'm from Bulgaria.)
— ¢Ddénde vives? — Vivo en Sofia. (Where do you live? — | live in Sofia.)
— ¢ Como estas hoy? — Estoy cansada, pero bien. (How are you today? — I'm tired, but fine.)
soy bulgara (always) versus estoy cansada (today): one verb in English, two in Spanish.
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Present-tense endings

1st group (-AR): -0, -as, -a, -amos, -ais, -an - llamo, llamas, llama, llamamaos, llamais, llaman
2nd and 3rd (-ER/-IR): -0, -es, -e, -emos/-imos, -éis/-is, -en - Vivo, vives, vive, vivimos, Vvivis, viven
SER: soy - eres - es - somos - so0is - son - ESTAR: estoy - estas - esta - estamos - estais - estan

© Domaformalis 2026 - Spanish A1 — Sheet 02 - Lessons by Yasmine - domaformalis.com domaformalis.com



